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Soviet Gives F

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN

Special (o The MNew York Times

"WASHINGTON, July 26-=50-|cpeened in this country.

viet authorities have given

New York company a virtuallwould be a filmed television
monopoly in the distribution of series on Soviet culture about
Soviet motion pictures in the
United States and in the pro-

duction of. films in the Sovietipychkin, Tretyakov and Rus-
Union for showing on AMErican gian in Moscow.

television.

The company, the Hament|, d d ; i
. ’ : planned to produce with Novo

Corporation of 39 East 12thigii’s  coo :

; peration a serics of

Street, signed two agreemcntsimm strips on the 15 Soviet

in Moscow last month for the Republics for use in schools

rights.

Harvey M. Hament, president| ynder the terms of his agree-

of the corporation, said at

- news conference at the Soviet|ijcan or Soviet technical per-
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irm Here Ri ghi's to Distribute lems

poration if they wanted to
make films in the Soviet simi-
lar to others that have heen
al He said that a major project
the great museums of the So-

viet Union, such as the Her-
mitage in Leningrad and the

Mr. Hament said he also

and universities. He said that

2 ment he could use either Amer-

Embassy that the agreement,|sonpel,

with Novosti, the Soviet export

He said he had alrcady rc-

film agericy, gave his companyiceived a number of Soviet
first refusal” rights on 21¥ifilms and planned to show
films produced in the Soviet|them socon to motion picture

Union

exhibitors and television net-

In addition, Mr. Hament sald| Zoe” oericials,

that he had signed an accord

with Novosti allowing his com-{;¢i.c

Up until now, Soviet author-
entertained bids from

pany similar priority ir}.lco-prp- American film disrtibutors for
ducing documentary films IMtheir motion pictures, but have

the Soviet Union for showinglorren complained
in schools, theaters, or on tele- purchased

yision here and in Canada.
- Novosti, which formally is:g
a non-Government agency, acts
as a sort of informational and

that they

more American

films then were bought in the

nited States,

The only Soviet film in

. nd|rocent years to receive wide
propaganda body in the Soviet distribu%/ion in

the = United

Union, and in recent years has|gtates was the Sergei Bondar-

moved into

business.

the . filmmaking|chuk version of
Peace,” which won an Oscar

“War and

Financial details have notifor the best foreign film in,
been worked out. Mr. Hament} 968,

said that each project woud be

American movie industry cx-

negotiated on its own merits.[ecutives have generally been

Mr. Hament said that thejcritical of the quality of Soviet
agreements did not cover  thelfilms and as a result have been
filming of “news” cvents, but|reluctant to purchase them for

he made it clear that hence-|distribution in the

United

forth American television com-|States. A Soviet embassy offi-
panies and producers would{cial said at the news confer-

have to work through his cor-|ence that in the last two years,

1

I
i

Moscow purchased 15 amer-
ican films but could sell only
5 to the country.

Mr. Hament said he planned
an extensive promotion cam-
paign, aimed not only at the
“art housecs” but also at local
movie theaters around the
country.

He said he hoped to an-
nounce “in a few days' time
a team of very, very well
known people in the film in-
dustry” who will work with
him on setting up promotion
and distribution mechanisms.
Some distribution will be han-
dled by his, own firm, he said,

and some by “major” distrib-

utors.

Mr. Hament made it clear
that he was entering into the
deal as a profit venture, but he
said that he hoped Americans
could “arrive at a more in-
formed understanding of the in-
terests and culture of the peo-
ple of the U.S.5.R.” from his
arrangements,

Resident American television
correspondents in Moscow arc
virtually forced to use Novosti

film crews for their work since
American crews ae usually not
pemitted. This has led to com-
nlaints of indirect censorship
because of Novosti’s refusal to
film.certain subjects.

As for the possibility of re-
strictions on what he may film,
and of censorship, Mr, Hament
said: “I'm told we will have no
restrictions.” He said he had
been told he might use his own
film crews or work with Soviet
photographers, “who are turn-
ing out excellent work.”

The Hament Corporation,
founded by Mr. Hament in
1946, has specialized in photo-
graphic and fine art reproduc-
tion.

Mr. Hament said the Russians
first approachéd him several
years ago when they read ahout.
his concern's work in an article:
published in Amerika, & Rus-
sian-language magazine distrib-
uted in the Soviet Union by the
United States Government. His
firm coordinated arrangements
for the current Soviet arts and

cafts exhibit now touring the
United States.
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